
       

       

       

       

        
“GO WILD!”  —  AND HELP OUR NATIVE WILDLIFE… 

Annual Benefit Auction for WILDCAT WILDLIFE CENTER 
FRI, NOV 6 at Duncan Hall (619 Ferry St, downtown Lafayette) 

Free Admission - Cash Bar 
6:30pm Silent Auction – 7:30pm Live Auction & Drawings 

All proceeds (cash or checks only) will be used to benefit  
the Center’s educational programs & wildlife rehabilitation work. 

Auction/drawing items -- donated by area business & crafts people 
MORE INFO at:  www.wildcatwildlifecenter.org 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 
 

West Central Chapter of INPAWS - 
Indiana Native Plant  & Wildflower Society  

WC-INPAWS PROGRAM Meetings—fourth Mondays at 7pm 
at Lilly Nature Center in Celery Bog Nature Area, West Lafayette  

Dinner with the speaker is at 6pm at the MCL Cafeteria-West Lafayette 
~ open to the public ~ 

MON, NOV 23 – “Deam, Custer, and the Purdue Herbarium” 
    — a presentation by Nick Harby, Purdue Botany Department. 

<NO DEC MEETING> 
MON, JAN 25 – “The First Morel” 
   — a mushroom presentation by Don Ruch, Biology Professor at Ball 
State, who is currently writing a book about wild mushrooms! 
PgmChair: Susan Ulrich 765-583-2275 sueandtedulrich@msn.com 

STATE INPAWS 16th Annual Conference 
Native Plant Communities–What to Plant, Where, and Why 

SAT, NOV 7
th

 8am-5pm at the Athenaeum in Indianapolis 
(Michigan Street & Massachusetts Avenue) 

This conference explores what natural plant communities (woodlands, 
grasslands, and wetlands) tell us about designing our backyards and 

enhancing shared natural areas in our neighborhoods! 

Featured Speakers— 
   ** Donald Leopold, PhD, author of Native Plants of the Northeast 
   ** Steven I. Apfelbaum, Applied Ecological Services of Wisconsin  
For INFO & to download registration brochure:  www.inpaws.org 

 

INSPIRING AUTHORS in TOWN in NOVEMBER 
SUN, NOV 8

th
  10:00am CAROLE GARBUNY VOGEL 

at Arthur M. Glick JCC-Lakin Auditorium, 6701 Hoover Rd, Indianapolis  
   Co-author Carole G. Vogel presents a screening of The Man Who  
   Flies with Birds:  the compelling story of Yossi Leshem—an Israeli 
   ornithologist who flew with birds to discover their migratory pattens 
   and protect the birds from air collisions with aircraft!  John Castrale,  
   DNR wildlife biologist, will give a local perspective on this topic. 

FOR MORE INFO: 317-251-9467 or lfreeman@jccindy.org 

MON, NOV 9
th

 4:30-6pm BILL McKIBBEN (Deep Economy) 
at IUPUI Campus Center, Rm CE450, 420 University Blvd,Indianapolis 
   McKibben’s talk on “Pursuing Prosperity & Local Sustainability” 
   will have us consider his proposals for downsizing the scale of farms, 
   energy production, and living spaces, and for supporting radio 
   stations, community theaters, and civic organizations in order to  
   enrich the places where people live! 

FOR MORE INFO: 317-274-1465 or ddale@iupui.edu 

MON, NOV 16
th

 7:30pm SANDRA STEINGRABER 
at Butler University, in the Atherton Union Reilly Room, Indianapolis 
   Steingraber, who was diagnosed with breast cancer in her 20s, has 
   spent her career investigating the connections between human 
   health and the environment.  Her highly acclaimed book  
   Living Downstream: An Ecologist Looks at Cancer and the  
   Environment (also the title of her talk) was the first to compare 
   U.S. data on toxic releases with cancer data. 

FOR MORE INFO, contact Marc Allen:  mallen@butler.edu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SYCAMORE AUDUBON SOCIETY (SAS) 
www.sycamoreaudubon.org 

SAS PROGRAM Meetings—second Thursdays at 7:15pm 
at Lilly Nature Center in Celery Bog Nature Area, West Lafayette 

Dinner with the speaker is at 6pm at the MCL Cafeteria-West Lafayette 
~ open to the public ~ 

THURS, NOV 12 Update from Big Oaks National Wildlife Refuge 
   —a presentation by Joe Robb (US Fish& Wildlife Service) on the 
       research, activities and discoveries at Indiana’s newest NWR. 

THURS, DEC 10* “Rare Birds of Indiana:  A Look at Habitat 
Restorations, Better Birders, and the Picnic Table Effect” 
   —a presentation by Brad Baumgardner (Indiana Dunes naturalist & 
       chair of the Indiana Rare Bird Committee). 
*Come 6:45 to sign up for Christmas Bird Count with Ed Hopkins! 
PGM CHAIR—Diane Packett: dlpackett@pex.net or 765-463-9231 
 

SAS FIELD TRIPS  
Meet in gravel parking lot along drive to Lilly Nature Center in 

Celery Bog Nature Area—between McCormick & Northwestern WL  
SAT NOV 21  Purdue Wildlife Area + NICHES Properties in 
                       western Tippecanoe Co. 
Meet in Celery Bog gravel parking lot at 8:30am. 
     Half day field trip looking for long-eared owls & other late fall-early 
     winter birds. May see Franklin’s Gull, Greater White-fronted Goose, 
     etc., at Pine Creek.  Areas depend on weather & best bird reports. 
SUN DEC 6  Sandhill Cranes at Jasper-Pulaski 
Meet in Celery Bog gravel parking lot at 3pm to carpool. 
     A Sunday afternoon field trip to see the amazing spectacle of up 
     to 30,000 cranes come in from surrounding fields, and to look for  
     any large white cranes mixed in!  RETURN AFTER SUNDOWN. 

For field trip info: Barny Dunning 497-3082h, 494-3565w 
 

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT – ALL DAY SAT DEC 19 
Open to birders of all skills; more info at DEC 10

th 
SAS program. 

DEC 19
th

 count is followed by 8pm compilation party 
at the Wild Bird Shoppe (Kalberer Rd just east of Morehouse Rd, WL) 

 
INDIANA AUDUBON SOCIETY’s WINTER FEEDER COUNT 

NOV 20-25 is the FIRST of FOUR COUNT PERIODS 

To participate and get forms/instructions, contact 
John Castrale:  JCastrale@DNR.IN.GOV 

 
����BIRDERS: see NOV 8

th
 screening of The Man Who Flies with Birds 

FREE Programs:  COOL CREEK Park & Nature Center 
   2000 E 151

st
 St, Carmel, IN 

SAT, NOV 14
th

 1pm BIRD BANDING DEMONSTRATION 
   Dr. Ron Weiss, Exec Dir of Chipper Woods Bird Observatory,  
   demonstrates how to safely capture, handle, and release wild birds 
   unharmed, as well as how to examine them for data useful to the  
   conservation of these birds as well as their habitat. 
SAT, NOV 14

th
 2pm FANTASTIC BAT SHOW—Bats of America

 

   Members of the Organization of Bat Conservation from Michigan will  
   show live bats, discuss bat characteristics, habitats, & conservation.  
BEGINNING BIRD HIKES: NOV 15-SUN, 18-WED, 25-WED, 29-SUN 
   Meet at 8am in north parking lot of Cool Creek Park, past the Nature 
   Center.  Bird-watchers of all levels are welcome!  Bring binoculars. 

MORE INFO:  www. myhamiltoncountyparks.com 
amanda.smith@hamiltoncounty.in.gov    317-774-2500 

 
HAPPY HOLLOW WALKERS 

Enjoy nature while getting good exercise on this 2-mile walk! 
MON, WED, FRI at 11am sharp (walk 30-45 minutes) 

Meet in first parking lot at Happy Hollow Park in West Lafayette. 
For INFO: temple.pearson@gmail.com or 765-743-3437  
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"WEDNESDAYS in the WILD" 
Natural History Talks/Workshops/Field Trips 

NOV 2009 1-3pm or As Noted 
*(NOTE: “Double-header” on NOV 4

th
) 

*Nov 4
th

  1-3pm Fall Birds at Celery Bog …………….… LNC 
   Susan Ulrich (avid birder with Sycamore Audubon Society)  talks  
   about the many different birds that can be seen in the Celery Bog 
   Nature Area at this time of year; indoor program is followed by a  
   birding walk at the marsh.     Bring binoculars! 

*Nov 4
th

  7-9pm Bringing Culture Back to Agriculture: 
                           A Traditional Approach ……………...… LNC 
   Ethnobotanist Kevin Welch (Co-director of the Center for Cherokee 
   Plants in North Carolina) will discuss traditional plant harvesting and 
   gardening, and how they contribute to healthy diets.  He is at Purdue  
   NOV 1

st
-7

th
 as part of the visiting scholar/artist/elder program—a  

   collaboration between Purdue’s NAECC (Native American  
   Educational & Cultural Center) and the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
   Nation Cultural Partnership Program. 

Nov 11
th

 7-9pm “Extinction is Forever…Or is It?” …….….… LNC 
   Join Jeff Ganley (creator of www.MichiganNaturally.org) in exploring 
   the stories of Indiana’s extirpated wildlife (black bears, cougars, and 
   wolves) and the likelihood of their return, as well as looking at  
   successful wildlife reintroductions. 

Nov 18
th

 1-3pm “Talking Turkey” ………………..……………... BEEC 
   A fascinating look at the bird that almost became our national  
   symbol…BEFORE it became the featured attraction at  
   Thanksgiving dinner!  Valerie Clarkston (Wildlife Ecology Graduate 
   Student) will provide a natural history overview, while Lynn Layden 
   (Master Gardener & committed cook) will supply some tasty turkey  
   treats to end our 2009 season! 

Wednesdays in the Wild programs resume mid-JAN 2010 
~~~~~~~~ 

LOCATIONS of these FREE PGMS—OPEN to the PUBLIC  
BEEC(Brier Environmental Educ Ctr): Battle Ground—turn by small 
   Center sign on south side of Prophet St nr intersection with N. 9

th
 St  

LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): On north side of 
   Lindberg Rd (betw Northwestern & McCormick) in West Lafayette. 

~~~~~~~~ 
Sponsored by: Mary Cutler-TIPP CO Park & Rec Dept, Dan Dunten- 
 WL Parks & Rec, Sycamore Audubon Soc, WC-INPAWS, NICHES 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, contact: 
Mary Cutler (765-567-2993), Dan Dunten (765-775-5172), or Editor 

 “GREEN” ACTIVITIES 
 

4TUE, NOV 3
rd

 6:30pm GREEN DRINKS--Puccini’s-300 Brown St WL  
   Bowden Quinn, Sierra Club’s Conservation Program Coordinator, will 
   talk about the complexities of federal climate & energy legislation. 

 Green Drinks is hosted by Hoosier Environmental Council (HEC) 
     INFO: Falon French   765-430-0979,  ffrench@hecweb.org 
     or       Rae Schnapp   765-714-4829,  rschnapp@hecweb.org 
 
4SAT, NOV 14

th
 9am-2pm 2

nd
 Annual HEC Green Policy Forum 

   at Marian University Library Auditorium: 3200 Cold Spring Rd, INDY 
     Indiana was ranked 49

th
 in the US in environmental quality in a 

     recent Forbes Magazine survey. Let’s work to change that! 
     Become informed so you can let your legislator know what 
     needs to be done about green energy, rapid transit, recycling, 
     forestry protection, responsible & sustainable agriculture. 

COST (includes lunch): $10 ($5 with student photo ID) 
Register: Mary Brock 317-685-8800x114 or mbrock@hecweb.org  

or on-line at hecweb.org (follow link from homepage) 
Sponsored by Hoosier Environmental Council (HEC) 

 
4THUR, NOV 19

th
 8am  New Food for Thought Conference *  

   at the Fort Wayne Marriott in Fort Wayne, IN 
     From currently farming to urban gardening, there is something for  
     everyone among the four tracks of the conference:  

Get Thinking, Get Started, Get Better, Get Local! 
The Purdue Extension New Ventures Team is one of the sponsors 

of this Indiana Farm Bureau conference  
More info: 317-692-7853   kkeown@infarmbureau.org 

* NOTE:  REGISTRATION DEADLINE is NOV 6
th

! 
REGISTER at: www.newfoodforthought.com 

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

The INPAWS RIP (Remove Invasive Plant) Squad 
needs volunteers to help remove non-native honeysuckle at its 

Final FALL 2009 Workdays 

    TUESDAYS 3-5pm                   THURSDAYS as noted 
  West Lafayette Parks                  Tippecanoe County Parks 
  Nov 3    Happy Hollow Park             Nov 5    ** cancelled ** 
  Nov 10  Celery Bog Nature Area     Nov 12  Ross Hills Park   1-3pm 
  Nov 17  Happy Hollow Park             Nov 19  Ross Hills Park 10-noon 

WORKDAY MEETING LOCATIONS 
Bring loppers and gloves & dress for poison ivy! 

Celery Bog Nature Area—Meet at parking lot near Lilly Nature Center 
Happy Hollow Park—Meet in last parking lot after entering the park 
  from Happy Hollow Rd in West Lafayette 
Prophet’s Rock Woods—Meet at Prophet’s Rock small parking lot,   
  just north of 600N (in Battle Ground).  
Ross Hills Park–Meet at far end of park’s 2

nd
 parking area (loop  

  drive). Ross Hills is located off Division Rd near Ravines Golf Course. 
INFO: Joan Samuels 765-567-7023, Margareta Fong 765-463-5093 

 

NICHES Land Trust - Helping Ecosystems Survive! 
www.nicheslandtrust.org 

(NICHES is on FACEBOOK: type NICHES Land Trust in search) 

NEXT BOARD MEETING -- 7 pm TUES: Dec 8
th

 
(in the Wells Center: 638 North St, Lafayette) 

NOTE: NICHES is looking for a Stewardship Manager  
Go to NICHES website for complete job description. 

Application is due NOV 19
th

! 

UPCOMING NICHES EVENTS** 
SAT & SUN NOV 7 & 8 ALL DAY VOLUNTEER WORKDAYS  
   at Fisher Oak Savanna (Jasper County)  
   Brush burning led by Dave Drogos starts at 10am EST. Come for  
   whatever part of the day you can; park by the house on the hill. 
   Brush burning to open up the view over the newly restored prairie. 
SAT, NOV 21

st 
 8:30am Birding Hike with Barny Dunning (half-day) 

   Meet at Celery Bog gravel parking lot. DETAILS under SAS field trips 
SAT, DEC 12

th
  10am-3pm CHRISTMAS TREE CUTTING 

   Join us at Granville Sand Barrens (Tippecanoe County) parking  
   lot and start a new family tradition!  Cut down and take home a free  
   Eastern Red Cedar or White Pine of your choice knowing that you 
   are helping to return vital light to the Barrens.  Bring a story to share 
   and enjoy old-fashioned camaraderie and hot local cider! 

**For property directions/more info:  www.nicheslandtrust.org 
Details:Gus Nyberg at 765-423-1605 gnyberg@nicheslandtrust.org 

Stewardship Workday sponsored by TNC in Indiana 
SAT, NOV 7 9am-noon CST Kankakee Sands Project – Newton Co. 
   Seed Cleaning & Sorting: meet at the Kankakee Sands Seed Barn  
   located at 417W 600N, Lake Village, IN  
RSVP/INFO: Stephanie Frischie 219-819-0245 or sfrischie@tnc.org 

   Hoosier Herpetological Society 
           meets third Wednesdays – 7:30pm  
           at Butler University in Gallahue Hall, Room 108 

NOV 18: “Herping Adventures in the Southern 
   Appalachian Mountains” 
           Presentation by James Kiser, 2005 recipient of “Naturalist  
           of the Year” award from the Kentucky Society of Natural History. 

For more info:  www.hoosierherpsociety.org or contact 
Wendell Zetterberg, Jr. 765-249-2298 or wzetterberg@gmail.com 

2-day BEEKEEPING CLASSES in INDIANA–JAN 2010 
Indianapolis, Terre Haute, Fort Wayne, Nashville, Columbus 

FRI, JAN 22
nd

 5-9pm thru SAT, JAN 23
rd

 8am-4pm 
Sponsored by Indiana Beekeeping School & led by Rob Green 

Limited class size, so register early! 
Details & application at:  www.indianabeekeepingschool.com/ 

 

Why this newsletter? 
If you're like me, you'd like to have all your nature news in one place—
so you don't miss out on some interesting natural history programs or 
stewardship opportunities. That's my intent here. 

Submissions for JAN-FEB issue need to reach me by DEC 27
th

. 
Please send your info to mohrsamuels@comcast.net 

      or call  (765) 567-7023.     Joan Mohr SamuelsJoan Mohr SamuelsJoan Mohr SamuelsJoan Mohr Samuels, Editor 


